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From the President’s Pen

Congratulations to the Ontario 
Historical Society which is 
celebrating its 125th 
Anniversary this year.  

The Ontario Historical Society 

was founded in 1888 to 

preserve Ontario’s 

history, including artifacts, 

architecture, folklore, social 

history, archives and 

archaeology. 

The North Lanark Historical 

Society was founded in 1965 

to:  a) stimulate interest in the 

history of the district of North 

Lanark and surrounding 

territory, b) collect, classify, 

preserve and disseminate 

historical information about 

the district, c) collect and 

display items of historical 

significance. Volunteers 

founded the Society and 

volunteers are the engine that 

keeps the Society performing 

those objectives. 

Thank you for supporting our 

work by attending events, 

visiting the museum, buying 

memberships and your 

generous donations.  Please 

encourage others to assist the 

Society by purchasing a 

membership for 2014. 

Our newsletters are evidence 

of the tremendous work being 

done by the Society and I 

again thank Sarah Chisholm 

for the newsletters and all her 

hard work. 

 
I hope to see everyone on 
Sunday November 3 for our 
military exhibit opening at 
2:00pm. 
 

 
Ed Wilson, President,  
North Lanark Historical Society 

November 2013 

North Lanark 

Historical Society 

Bob Butler of the North Lanark Regional Museum chatting with 
a visitor at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 240, Almonte, 
during the Legion Week Celebration. 
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One Idea, Many People –The Beginnings Of The Hub 
Glenda Jones 

 
Nearly 40 years ago, a small group of women in Almonte 
came together to raise much needed funding for people going 
to the children’s hospital in Ottawa,  They formed the CHEO 
Hospital Auxiliary, Almonte Branch, and began to look for an 
ongoing source of funding that as busy mothers with children 
at home, they could sustain as a group.  As luck would have it, the Neighbourhood Club had been 
running a small thrift shop out of a member’s home as a way to support families in their own area. 
It was the right decision to join forces for the mutual benefit of both groups. They ignited a 
passion in each other and before long they met to make plans. Their first outlet was at the old 
dining hall at the Fairgrounds, but they realized they needed something more.  
 
In early January of 1974, the Civitan Club recognized their project with a donation of $250.00.  
Fern and Peter Martin offered them a location, and the women applied to the Status of Women 
Commission for a grant of $800.00 to get their business up and running. (Never did use that grant!) 
Soon the Almonte Community Co-ordinators was officially born as a charity and they have never 
looked back. Four goals drove their venture: to provide a drop-in centre, provide space for Social 
Service agencies, organize drives to Ottawa for medical appointments, and be an information 
centre. The mandate has hardly changed in forty years!  
 
The little store at 64 Mill Street known as The Hub was a magnet for everyone. It was a meeting 
place for women and children, seniors, people in need of resources of every kind. Immediately they 
were inundated with requests for a small office where Lanark County social agencies – CAS, Social 
Services and others –could confer with clients; the women built it in the middle of the store!  
Members have happy memories of the time the women spent retrofitting the small cramped space 
to accommodate everything: the couch, the coffee machine, the toys, to say nothing of the dungeon 
of a raw basement where donations were sorted and stored.  Steep stairs didn’t deter Thelma 
Gourlay and Nancy Hall with her tiny daughter April, along with a crew of volunteers who spent 
countless hours “below ground.”  
 
The Hub’s profile continued to grow and in 1975 they hosted a women’s conference to celebrate 
International Women’s Year. A hugely successful event only increased the public awareness of the 
vital role the Hub had taken on in the community. From the first month, that little store fuelled by 
volunteer enthusiasm turned a profit! 
 
Up to 1997, the Hub continued to contribute half the profits to CHEO.  However, since then the 
mandate of the group has been the support of charities and individuals within Mississippi Mills.  
 
A devastating fire in 1997 destroyed the original Hub location. Loss of life in the building added to 
the horror of losing what had become a mainstay to people, especially those whose means were 
limited and who depended on the Hub for clothing and support. However, the spirit of the Hub 
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women was unstoppable. The Royal Bank was moving from its premises on upper Mill St., and 
Dorothy Finner was instrumental is suggesting to the bank that the Hub could use its old site. 
Within a few months, the huge pile of donations that kept coming in, even after the original store 
was gone, was relocated to the present Hub site at 118 Mill Street, and once again the store was up 
and running. 
 
Forty years is a long time for any business to survive. The Hub is an example of the power of a few 
affecting the lives of many.  Generations of women have grown up through their association with 
this incredible association. Moms bring kids; they all volunteer; children learn social responsibility; 
moms get out with peers.  It’s all good!  
 
Most of the original group of these innovative women are still active volunteers with the store. 
There is no way to describe the positive genuinely giving attitude that exudes from the Hub and all 
the volunteers who work there. They are secure in the knowledge that the proceeds of their labours 
are improving their community in so many ways, that every minute spent in the store is gratifying. 
The dynamics of the Hub have never wavered from the first endeavours to form the store. To this 
day, a meeting with these women is nothing short of an inspiration, not only to their initial concept 
but also to their constant dedication to making a difference to all aspects of society.  
 
 

........................................................................................................ 
 
 
The above-article was written by Glenda Jones, the current President of The HUB. Having joined 
The HUB myself when I returned to this region some thirteen years ago, I too was interested in 
reading this early history of a truly remarkable organization. From helping the early mill workers 
clothe themselves to assisting current burned-out families with the necessities of daily life, The Hub 
has always been there to help. Its volunteers put in many, many hours of service, but all seem to 
enjoy their tasks, turning up to help week after week and year after year. 
 
 The HUB says that it is “Focused on supporting the community of Mississippi Mills” and it very 
definitely meets that mandate. Not only does it provide such support through the provision of 
good quality clothes, toys and household needs at very low prices, but its revenues are returned to 
the community through donations of over $50,000 a year to a diverse range of needs including 
hospice care, scholarships, health needs, sports teams, special events, seniors' travel, Christmas 
baskets and more. This remarkable organization just keeps on giving while, at the same time stays 
true to origins by remaining a warm and friendly drop-in centre. 
 
Lorna MacNabb  
Director, North Lanark Historical Society 
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Events November & December 2013 
Museum Hours 
Saturdays 10:00am-4:00pm 
The museum is open Saturdays in October & November from 10:00am to 4:00pm or by appointment. 
Please call in advance to book a time, 613-257-8503 or if the OPEN signs are out, please drop in for a visit! 
 

Remembering Our Local Heroes - WWII 
November 1 to November 30 
This year’s military exhibit click “Remembering Our Local Heroes – WWII” will commemorate local men 
and women who served in WWII. Local artefacts, books and photographs will bring to life the loyalty, 
devotion and pride that pushed so many locals to join the war effort. Casualties, injuries and post-ware 
trauma drastically changed the shape of Mississippi Mills – a whole generation was lost.  
Please take time this November to remember those who served & serve our country.  
 

Military Guest Speaker & Exhibit Launch 
November 3, 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

“Remembering Our Local Heroes – WWII” will be launched on Sunday November 3rd at 2:00pm. Please 
drop by the museum to tour the exhibit and listen to our two guest speakers: Jillian Larkin and Jillian 
Douglas. 
 
Jillian & Jillian both attend Almonte District High School and completed a “Lest We Forget Project” as 
part of their Grade 10 Canadian History Course. The girls each researched a local WWII soldier using the 
military records from Library & Archives Canada, interviewing community members and 
gathering photographs. Jillian Larkin researched William Andrew Campbell of Pakenham 
and Jillian Douglas researched Russell George James of Appleton. 
 
Please come out to learn more about your local veterans.  
 

Genealogy Workshop 
November 13 to November 16 
The North Lanark Historical Society is hosting a Genealogy Workshop in November. The workshop will 
run November 13 to 16, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 7:00 to 9:00pm and on Saturday from 
9:30am to 12:00pm.  To register please fill out the online form at www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com or 
call Sarah at 613-257-8503. More information listed on the website and in the newsletter. 
 

Kintail Country Christmas 
Saturday December 14, 10:00am-4:00pm (Mill of Kintail Conservation Area) 
Join us at the Kintail Country Christmas for a day of wagon rides, crafts, treasure hunt, stories by the fire, 
holiday music, children-only gift shop, photos with Santa Claus, refreshments, skating and snowshoeing!  
Organized by the Mill of Kintail, the North Lanark Regional Museum loves participating in this annual 
event. This year we will be running a Christmas craft table where children and adults of all ages will be able 
to make a sparkly Christmas ornament for their Christmas tree. 
 
 
 

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
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News
A Busy September& October
September & October have been extremely busy months for the Historical Society and Museum. We 
attended several events and hosted several ourselves. Here’s a list of the things that kept us busy in 
September & October: 
 

- September 4 Historical Society Board Meeting 
- September 4 Almonte Train Accident Committee 
- September 7 & 8 display table at FibreFest. 
- September 8 display table at the Lanark County Harvest Festival 
- September 11 Teskey exhibit at the Irish Palatine Tour Lunch in Pakenham (met Laureen Harper) 
- September 13 display table at Senior’s Expo in Almonte 
- September 13 tour group from Brockville visited the Museum 
- September 17 Oral Interview with Elda (Boese) Stresman of Oakville 
- September 22 display table at Almonte Legion Open House 
- September 23 Oral Interview with Marion Jamieson 
- September 29 Apple Pie Social 
- October 2 Oral Interview with Eugene Fytche 
- October 3 Oral Interview with Blanche Dezell 
- October 9 hosted Red Hat Society for lunch & guided tour 
- October 15 Presentation to Town Council regarding WWI Commemorative Publication 

 

Apple Pie Social 
What a successful day with so many people to thank! Firstly we’d like to thank all the 
guests who came out for an afternoon serving of apple pie, ice cream and 
refreshments. It’s wonderful to see community members both local and from a 
distance supporting the museum. Honorable mention goes out to the Red Hat 
Society Ladies who came all dressed up for the 3:00pm sitting. 
 
The event took a lot of planning and hard work. We’d like to thank all our 
volunteers who made the day a success. Thank you to our bakers, our servers, our 
set-up crew & takedown crew, dishwashers, and more! To give an idea of just how much work was 
involved in the event, take a look at our long list of volunteers: Rita Cornell, Edward Wilson, Doreen 
Wilson, Norma Paul, Jennifer Armstrong, Brian Armstrong, Eleanor Wright, Lorna MacNabb, Betty 
Waterman, Bob Butler, Brian Tackaberry, Carol Miller, Cameron Miller. (Apologies to anyone missed). 
 
Special mention goes out to our young entrepreneur Cameron Miller. Cameron has been a great asset to 
the museum working as a volunteer in previous events and helping run our 2013 summer camps. For this 
year’s Apple Pie Social he stepped it up and became a businessman. Partnering with the Historical Society, 
Cameron spent several evenings baking up a storm of pumpkin cookies, apple breads and candied apples 
which he then sold at the bake sale outside the museum. Cameron donated half the proceeds from the 
bake sale to the Museum.  
 
Local Sponsors – Do you know anyone who run a local apple orchard? The Historical Society is looking 
for a local orchard to donate the apples used for or 2014 Apple Pie Social. We’d offer lots of promotions 
and would be extremely grateful. Please call Sarah 613-257-8503 or email appletonmuseum@hotmail.com

mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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Land Patents
What does land ownership 
mean to you? 
 
Many of the earliest settlers to 
Ramsay Township had never 
owned a piece of land. They 
were mill workers and tenant 
farmers looking for the 
opportunity to improve their 
life and that of their children. 
Land ownership was a dream 
that came true in the “New 
World”. 
 
Land ownership was made 
official through the use of 
Crown Patents. Crown Patents 
list the name of the grantee, 
purchase price, description of 
the land, date of the patent 
and any conditions or 
reservations on the patent.  
 
The North Lanark Historical 
Society has recently obtained 
the East and West Certified 
copies of the original Crown 
Land Patents for Lot 4  
Concession 10 Ramsay 
Township. The land was 
granted to James E. Hart on 

September 18, 1837 with the 
exception of all gold, silver 
and pine trees which were 
reserved for the Crown. 
 
175 years after the patent was 
granted the land has changed 
hands many times and now 
represents a sizeable section of  
Appleton, including Hillcrest 
Drive. 
 
What land rights do the 
current owners have? 
 
This is a question being asked 
by many concerned Citizens in 

Ontario, especially when their 
property rights are threatened. 
 
Want to learn more? Check 
out our website for further 
details on Land Grants as well 
as links to comments from the 
Federal Government and from 
the Ontario Landowners 
Association.  
  
www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com  

 
On the home page scroll down 
until you reach “Crown Land 
Patents for Appleton”.  
 

 
Christmas Presents 
The Christmas season is 
coming soon and we have the 
perfect presents for any 
history buff.  
 
Train DVD-  $15.00 
Train Book -  $10.00 
Fence Book -  $TBD 
 
 
  

 

 Top portion of Crown Patent granted to James E. Hart on 
September 18, 1837 for the East Half of Lot 4 Concession 10, 
Ramsay Township. 

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
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The Almonte Train Wreck: A 
Story of People 
A DVD published by the 
Worker’s History Museum in 
collaboration with the North 
Lanark Regional Museum. The 
DVD tells the story of the 
Almonte Train Accident 
(performed by the Ottawa 
Story Tellers) and features 
music by local artist Johnny 
Spinks accompanied by 
Bradley Scott. This is a must 
have for any local history buff 
and is a bargain at only $15.00

The Almonte Train Accident: 
December 27, 1942 
Another great gift, this 5th 
edition book published by the 
Historical Society tells the 
story of the Almonte Train 
Accident from a variety of 
perspectives and includes the 
findings of the Board of 
Transport Commissioners on 
the Accident.  
Another bargain for only 
$10.00 
 

Ottawa Valley Turned Fence Posts 
By Audrey Buckingham 
Audrey Buckingham, a keen 
equestrian, discovered the 
Ottawa Valley on horseback 
and fell in love with the unique 
turned fence posts. Why, she 
wondered, had the early 
settlers turned these utilitarian 
objects into small pieces of 
beauty? 
Audrey’s photographic 
collection captures these 
quickly vanishing artefacts. 
Price to be determined.

All items are available for sale at the North Lanark Regional Museum. 

 

Geodetic Survey of Canada 
Did you know that there is a Geodetic Survey of Canada marker at the North Lanark Regional Museum? 
The marker sits at the South West Corner of the Museum property and was recently uncovered by Al 
Seaman working with the River Watchers. 
 
The Appleton Marker reads: Geodetic Survey of Canada \ No. \ 70 U 888 \ Ottawa \ BM 
 
A Geodetic Survey marker is used to determine the precise positions of permanent points on the earth’s 
surface. The markers are important measuring points for mapping, marine charting, navigation, boundary 
demarcation and much more! 
 
Want to know more about the Geodetic Survey of Canada? Visit this great website for more a complete 
history: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography-boundary/spatial-referencing/geodetic-timeline/5560 

 

The Historical Society is very interested in our newly discovered marker. We have contacted the Ministry 
of Natural Resources to obtain more information on our Appleton marker. Stay tuned as we provide a 
follow-up article in the next newsletter. 

             
Photos: Left Al Seaman working on September 29, 2013 to uncover the Geodetic Survey of Canada 

Marker. Right: Brass pin on the survey marker located just outside the Museum. 

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography-boundary/spatial-referencing/geodetic-timeline/5560
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Genealogy Workshop 
(By Bob Butler) 
The North Lanark Historical Society will host its second genealogy workshop on November 13 to 16, 2013 
featuring new content on DNA Testing! 
 
The workshop is intended for people who wish to begin building a family tree, or who wish to take 
advantage of the sources and services on the internet. For people who have considerable experience 
already, the workshop will provide a refresher, a discussion of current on-line resources, and some research 
assistance. 
 
There will be a review of alternative approaches so that participants can be confident they will not be faced 
with the need to repeat any work later. Free Access will be provided to Ancestry.ca during the workshop, 
and the family trees will be transferred to private Ancestry accounts or laptop computers for anybody who 
wishes to continue their research. The DNA session will help attendees decide whether and how to 
proceed with DNA testing. 
 
Schedule: 
Overview of Genealogy 
Wednesday Nov 13, 7:00 to 9:00 pm  

 Different Reasons to work on your family tree, and how that effects your approach. 

 The Pros and Cons of building your family tree on the internet. 

 Alternate Internet Genealogy Services 

 The Need for Documentation - A Loyalist Example 

 Major sources of information 

 Demos with Ancestry and Family Tree Maker 
 
Getting Started On Your Own Family Tree  
Thursday & Friday, Nov 14 & 15, 7:00 to 9:00 pm  

 Demonstration of starting a new tree 

 Hands-on time to build your own family tree (with guidance from Bob & Brian) 

 Bob & Brian will be available to provide individual assistance regarding sources or computer 
techniques. 

 Technical Notes: 
o Workshop participants are advised to bring their own computer with WiFi capability  
o Two computers will be provided by the Museum to be shared among the attendees. 
o You will be able to work on your own tree at home for the duration of the workshop. 
o If using your own computer, we recommend you purchase a copy of Family Tree Maker 

2012 with synchronization capability. (Available from Staples or Global Genealogy ) 
 
DNA Genealogy  
Saturday, Nov 16, 9:30 am to 12:00pm 

 DNA Basics, including Inheritance and amount of Common DNA between Relatives. 

 Autosomal Testing, including raw data reporting, genealogical interpretation, health interpretation 
(optional) 

 Y Chromosome Testing to determine historical male group 

 Mitochondrial DNA Testing to determine historical female group. 
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 Alternative Testing Companies for each type of test. 

 Examples of test results will be shown for each type of test. 
 
Instructor's Qualifications 
The workshop will be delivered by NLHS Board Members Bob Butler and Brian Tackaberry. Both 
instructors have been working steadily on Genealogy for many years, starting during the "bad old days" 
when microfilms etc. were a primary source of info. 
 
Bob has participated in the OGS CSIG (Computer Special Interest Group) for several years and provided 
research room support at Ottawa OGS and BIFHSGO conferences. (British Isles Family History Society 
of Greater Ottawa).   You can review some of his work on his web site: R.E. Butler - Genealogy  
 
Brian is a member of the OGS (Ontario Genealogical Society), the president of the Bay of Quinte Branch 
of the United Empire Loyalists, and a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists.  
 
Cost:  
$10 per person for each day attended or $35 for all 4 days. To register, fill out the online form at 
www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com or call Sarah at 613-257-8503. 
 

Fundraising Campaign – Accessible Entrance 
Doreen Wilson, Museum Manager 
 
Thank You to everyone who 
responded to our first 
fundraising campaign notice. 
As a result of our September 
Newsletter we have raised 
$1650.00 towards an accessible 
ramp and entranceway! 
 
With an estimated cost of 
about $16,000 we have already 
raised over 10% of our goal. 
 
In particular we’d like to thank 
the following donors: 
 
Agnes O’Neill 
Almonte Civitan Club 
Cheryl & Jeff Rankin 
The Hub (Almonte 
Community Coordinators) 
 
Thank You! 
 
 
 

 
The ramp will do wonders to 
make the museum accessible 
to more community members. 
From wheelchairs to walkers 
to strollers!  
 
This Christmas season 
consider making a donation 
towards the ramp on behalf of 
a loved one. 

 

 
Financial donations of any size will 
be greatly appreciated and income 
tax receipts will be issued. Cheques 
can be made to the North Lanark 
Historical Society with a memo 
indicating ramp campaign. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support of the North Lanark 
Historical Society and the North 
Lanark Regional Museum. 

 

Accessible Entrance  
Total Cost $16,000.00 

Raised (Sept. 
2013) 

Remaining 

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
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Events 2013-2014 
Mark Your Calendar! 
 
November 3, 2013  Official Military Exhibit Opening 2-4pm 
December 14, 2013   Kintail Country Christmas 10am-4pm (Mill of Kintail Conservation Area) 
January 19, 2014  Scottish Tea 2-4pm 
February 21, 2014  Heritage Dinner, at Almonte Legion 
 
Museum Hours 
September, October, November 
Open Saturdays 10:00 to 4:00 (excluding Thanksgiving Weekend) 
Or by Appointment 
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 // appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 
 

 
The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 
 

 

The Hub & the Carleton Place Home Depot for financing our new Museum Sign 
· Participants in our 2013 oral history project 
· Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued financial support.   

The Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the Ministry of Tourism 
and Culture for funding our 2011-2012 project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future” and our 
2012-2013 project “A Video Tour” 

· Government of Canada (Youth Employment Strategy) through the Department of Canadian Heritage 
for funding the Young Canada Works Program 

· Service Canada (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada) for funding two summer staff 
· Almonte Civitan Club 
· Our amazing volunteers 
· Visitors & Researchers 
· And to anyone we may have missed, thank you for your continued support! 
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North Lanark Historical Society 
Membership and Donation Form 

 

By becoming a member, renewing your membership or by making a donation to the 
Society you make it possible for us to meet our many goals. In return you will receive 
our newsletters which give notice of  all our upcoming events. Please complete the 
form below and then mail it or drop it off  at the museum. We thank you for your 
support in the past, in 2014 and in the future. 
 

North Lanark Historical Society  
P.O. Box 218 Almonte ON K0A 1A0 (mailing) 

647 River Rd, Appleton On, K0A1A0 (museum- drop off  in person) 
 
Annual Membership:      Individual $10.00 
      Family $25.00 
 
Donation:         $10.00 
        $30.00 
        $50.00 
 
Ramp Campaign        $25.00 
        $50.00 
        $100.00 
 
       Other: ______ 
 
     TOTAL AMOUNT: _____ 

Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society 

 
Name:   _________________________________________ Phone #:  ________  

Address: _________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail:  __________________________________________________________ 

Are you interested in volunteering at the MUSEUM?  YES/NO __________ 

Do you prefer a paper or electronic copy of  the newsletter? __________________ 

 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 

Thank You for your Support! 
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DVD available at the North 

Lanark Regional Museum 

for only $15.00 

Ottawa Valley Turned Fence Posts: A Photographic Journey 
 By Audrey Buckingham 

 
The fence posts of the early settlers in The Ottawa Valley are of 
great interest to me, and I have never understood why, when 
survival was the name of the game, anyone would go to the bother 
of making posts “decorative” by turning them into various shapes 
on a lathe.  
 

For decades, I have photographed them, around their homesteads 
and pastures, schools, cemeteries and churches, witnessing their 
inevitable demise. This collection then, represents a lifelong 
appreciation of rural ways, and discovering them, while reading the 
landscape", riding and driving.  
 

A.B. ~ 2013  

Available 
November 2013 

Price TBD 


